Thinking Day

Basic Description:  Service Units will hold a “national” event. Each troop in the service unit will choose a state that they want to represent. The troops will discover information (such as food, decoration, traditions, dances, stories, crafts) about their individual state. They will then use this information to create poster to decorate booths that represents their state.  The individual troops will then share their states information with the entire service unit at a “national” event

Objective: Girls will learn about the individual states that make up the United States.  		

Level Suitability:  All

Length of Time:  A minimum of 2 to 4 hours

Size of Venue Needed:  Dependant upon number you plan for (or you may need to set your maximum number of participants dependant upon the size of your venue)

GSLE Key Connection(s):  Discover, Connect

GSLE Process (es):  Learn by doing

Projected Outcome(s):  Girls will develop a strong sense of self. Girls will feel connected to their communities locally and globally, girls will educate and inspire others to act. Girls will feel empowered to make a difference in the world. Girls will develop healthy relationships.

Possible Collaborations/Partnerships:  Local clubs( state, civic organizations), people from other states

Materials/Supplies/Equipment Needed:  
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Tables, chairs
Plastic table covers 
Poster board
Extension cords
Optional:  giveaways (might be provided by partners)               

Volunteers Needed:  Dependant upon size of group and difficulty of activities.  Always consult Volunteer Essentials/Activity Checkpoints for required adult/girl ratio.  Consider asking Program Aides to help with activities.

Conducting Event:  Troops will arrive to set up individual booth. Booths will setup along the perimeter of the facility where the event is being held so that girls are not tripping over cords and supplies. The booths should ideally form a circle, so the girls are walking around on the inside area. Opening ceremony with the Promise and Pledge should occur. Girls will walk around and explore the individual booths, sample food items, swaps, see demonstrations ect.  Girls will donate one penny for each swap or sample of food. Girls will help clean up the area and booths. Ending ceremony should consist of a Friendship circle
 Thank everyone for coming.  


Possible Activities:
During open ceremony the girls could have a parade of state flags that they have chosen to represent. 

